
Supporting children 
with Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder 
(2 parts) 
with Dolly Bhargava,  
Behaviour Zen     (M)

Early indicators of 
learning difficulties
with Natalie Nicholls, 
Impact Education

                           (TR)

WA Play Strategy 
with Sandra Hesterman 
& Marcelle Saratsis, 
Early Childhood 
Australia
                              (BS)

Saturday 3 August Ngala Midwest & Gascoyne 
24-28 Gregory Street, Geraldton

8.00am Registrations

8.30am Summit Opening including Keynote

Keynote
Stages of Change Model: building connections  
between families and services
with Dolly Bhargava, Behaviour Zen                                                                    (M)

10.30am Morning Tea

11.00am Concurrent Sessions

MIDWEST 
EARLY 
CHILDHOOD 
SUMMIT

PROGRAM

Suitable for families

2 - 4 August 2019

Friday 2 August

12.30pm - 
4.30pm

Connected Parenting:  
cultural awareness 
with Grace Lewis,   
& Jennifer Edwards, Ngala                   (TR) Ngala Midwest & Gascoyne 

24-28 Gregory Street, Geraldton

3.00pm - 
5.00pm

Photovoice Champions 
with Dane Waters & Celeste Larkin, 
Health Communication Resources       (BS)

6.00pm Welcome Sundowner 
Networking and registrations

The Warehouse @ the Gerald 
25 Cathedral Avenue, Geraldton

1

Continued...
Supporting children 
with Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder 
(2 parts) 
with Dolly Bhargava, 
Behaviour Zen     (M)

 
Supporting children 
through a community 
trauma event (2 parts) 
with Claire Marsh & 
Margaret Nixon,  
Emerging Minds        (TR)

 
Be You essentials
with Be You

                               (FR)

 
A memorable 
understanding 
(2 parts) 
with Judith Tupman

                               (BS)

12.30pm Lunch

1.15pm Concurrent Sessions

Brought to you by Ngala Midwest & Gascoyne and Ngala Bright Stars

M= Marquee    TR= Training Room    BS= Bright Stars    FR= Function Room
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10.00am Morning Tea

10.15am Concurrent Sessions

12.00pm Summit Finale and Concurrent Family Sessions

 
Supporting children 
with Anxiety 
with Dolly Bhargava,
Behaviour Zen

                           (M)

Continued...
Preparing and 
supporting children  
(2 parts) 
with Claire Marsh & 
Margaret Nixon,  
Emerging Minds        (TR)

 
Growing Strong Brains®

with Jenny Allen & Jacqui 
Taylor, Ngala

                                     
                                  (FR)

Continued...
A memorable 
understanding 
(2 parts) 
with Judith Tupman

                               (BS)

2.45pm Afternoon Tea

3.15pm Concurrent Sessions

4.45pm End Day 1

1.30pm Summit Finale

1.45pm Summit End

Songs, toys and body 
awareness 
with Roslyn Twine
                         (M)

Building literacy skills in 
young children
with Sue Ashworth
                         (TR)

The Fathering Project
with Steven Rushforth 
The Fathering Project
                          (FR)

We felt it (2 parts) 
with Judith Tupman

                        (BS)

 
If a kangaroo and a 
cockatoo can, so can 
you! 
with Andrea Folkard, 
United way          (M)

 
Self-regulation for early 
childhood
with Hans Boehm, 
Child Australia
                          (TR)

 
Connecting and 
reflecting
with Danielle Waterson 
Goodstart Early Learning
                         (FR)

Continued... 
We felt it (2 parts) 
with Judith Tupman

                        (BS)

Keynote 
What is FASD 
with Hayley Passmore & Heather 
Jones,Telethon Kids         (M)

Loose parts play
with Angie West, Kids Hub 
Training & Consultancy
                                       (FR)

Helping children manage big 
emotions
with Nicola Herriot-Tropiano, 
Ngala                             (TR)

Sunday 4 August Ngala Midwest & Gascoyne 
24-28 Gregory Street, Geraldton

8.30am Family Activities

• Sand Art
• Dreamtime storytelling and dance 
• Dad’s chat
and more!

8.30am Concurrent Sessions

Children can join in!

Brought to you by Ngala Midwest & Gascoyne and Ngala Bright Stars



Connected Parenting: cultural awareness
 
Centred around the St John of God attachment-based parenting program and developed to support the 
social and emotional wellbeing of Aboriginal families, Connected Parenting provides  a culturally safe 
and secure manner to guide connection to culture, country, community, spirituality and kinship (family). 
The goal is to empower parents to support their children in realising their potential through establishing 
relationships based on trust and respect. 

Grace Lewis, Aboriginal Education Early Years Consultant 

Grace is an Aboriginal Education Early Years Consultant.
While born and raised in Geraldton, Grace’s family is Baardi from the West Kimberley.  
Grace has completed a Master’s in Early Childhood Education but her biggest 
achievements have been her three boys. In 2018 Grace returned to Geraldton from 25 
years teaching in the Kimberley.

Jennifer Edwards, Ngala 

Coordinator of the Child and Parent Centre – Rangeway, Jen is trained to deliver Circle 
of Security Parenting and Bringing Up Great Kids. Both programs focus on relationship, 
attachment and reflective parenting which align with Ngala’s belief that “when parents 
and families are confident and communities are strong, safe and healthy, children and 
young people will achieve their full potential”.
 

 
Photovoice champions
 
Photovoice is a process by which people can identify, represent, and enhance their community through 
a specific photographic technique. It entrusts cameras to the hands of people to enable them to act as 
recorders, and potential catalysts for social action and change, in their own communities. Throughout 
the Summit, Photovoice will be used to identify and promote the importance of creating and supporting 
environments for optimal childhood development; and how to connect professionals across sectors. 
This session will provide an in-depth understanding of the why and how, empowering participants to 
“champion” Photovoice throughout the Summit weekend, and confidently use the process in their own 
work going forward.

Dane Waters, Health Communication Resources 

With a background in health promotion and international development, Dane has had 
over 12 years’ experience using community media to transform communities. Working in 
areas of Indonesia, the Philippines and rural Australia, Dane has focused on participatory 
research techniques to engage communities, including monitoring and evaluation. Health 
Communication Resources (HCR) Inc. is an international not-for-profit that transforms 
communities through the use of community media around the world. With a focus on 
community development, HCR prioritises participatory techniques to facilitate grass-
roots social change.

Celeste Larkins, Health Communication Resources 

With a health promotion background, Celeste has been involved in communication for 
development projects in rural and remote Australia, Indonesia and Fiji. More recently, her 
work has focussed on utilising film and social media for communication and development 
purposes.

 
 
 
 
 
 
Stages of change model: building connections between families and services
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“Children thrive when families and educators work together in partnership to support young children’s 
learning.” (Early Years Learning Framework, p.9)  

However, the ‘just do it’ approach of turning ideas into reality often doesn’t work, as it fails to embrace 
each team member’s (family, educators) level of willingness, readiness and preparedness to take 
on a particular idea, goal or approach. Discover practical strategies for how we can build positive 
relationships with families to achieve the best outcomes for the child.

It is useful to understand the ‘Stages of Change’ model developed by Professor James Prochaska, 
Ph.D. and Professor Carlo DiClemente, Ph.D. in 1983. The ‘Stages of Change’ model suggests that in 
attempting to change behaviour to achieve a goal, everyone in the team - including the family - may be 
at a different stage of change. Tailoring the goal setting process to where each team member is in the 
stages of change is critical. 

Supporting children with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
 
From time to time, most children will have trouble sitting still, paying attention, or controlling their 
impulses. This is a part of normal development. Whilst most children gradually grow out of such 
behaviours, individuals with ADHD do not. ADHD is defined by a pattern of behaviour involving 
inattention, disorganisation and/or hyperactivity-impulsivity. Children with ADHD are kinaesthetic 
learners who learn best by moving, touching, building, dramatizing and experiencing the material of the 
curriculum in other physical ways. Discover educational approaches based on role play, hands-on and 
dynamic learning to support these children.

Supporting children with Anxiety 
 
Understand how children with Anxiety perceive situations, why the child may react more quickly 
or intensely to certain situations, or find it harder to get their anxious feelings under control. 
Discuss practical strategies to make changes and improvements to your practice, interactions and 
environments to support children with anxiety.

Dolly Bhargava, Behaviour Zen | www.behaviourzen.com 

Dolly is a Speech Pathologist with a Masters in Special Education. She has 18 
years of experience in providing positive, realistic and practical solutions to 
children, adolescents and adults who have emotional and behavioural difficulties 
in early childhood, school, family homes, prisons, accommodation and community 
settings. She has authored and developed a number of insightful books and apps, 
including America’s National Parenting Publications Award Winner ‘Taking CHARGE of 
my Rainbow of Emotions’. She has recently developed an innovative App, book series 
and online courses. These resources aim to systematically guide educators, parents 
and professionals to assess-prevent-manage challenging emotional and behavioural 
responses in individuals with Anxiety Disorders, Conduct Disorder, Autism Spectrum 
Disorder, Oppositional Defiant Disorder and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder.
  

Early indicators of learning difficulties and what you can do to help.
 
Discover early indicators of learning difficulties that are evidence-based, followed by early intervention 
strategies proven to be key in reducing the risk or severity of the learning difficulty. 

Natalie Nicholls, Impact Education  

For over a decade, Natalie has worked with children facing a vast array of 
school challenges in reading, writing, spelling and maths, both nationally and 
internationally.  Starting out as a primary classroom teacher, she often observed 
that many parents and teachers were not readily equipped with the necessary 
skills to help children with learning challenges succeed.   Since then, Natalie has been on 
a mission to find solutions to this issue. (Continued on next page...)

Natalie holds a post-graduate diploma in specific learning difficulties, has worked with 
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leading dyslexia charities, SPELD (Victoria) and Dyslexia Action (UK) and run a successful business 
offering specialist tuition, assessments and training in the UK for a number of years.  Natalie has a 
post-graduate diploma in neuropsychology and (in addition to raising 3 beautiful children) is currently 
completing her Masters in Cognitive Psychology and Educational Practice at Flinders University. 
Natalie founded Impact Education in 2016, an organisation providing services to help children love 
learning.  Impact Education’s learning centre in Attadale sees children with learning difficulties succeed 
in short periods of time and offers training for parents and teachers in evidence-based knowledge and 
strategies that lay the ‘correct’ foundations to successful learning.

The Fathering Project
 
Learn about The Fathering Project; the importance of fathering; strategies for being a better father or 
father-figure; and how an effective “Fathering Project Dads Group” can help your service develop and 
become more effective.

Steven Rushforth, The Fathering Project 

Steven spent 25 years in the Government education system, including 9 
years as a High School Principal, in a range of schools in Perth, regional and remote WA, 
the NT and England. After leaving education for private enterprise he got involved with 
The Fathering Project as a volunteer presenter. He joined The Fathering Project in 2018.  
Married for 30 years, he has two adult children. 

WA Play Strategy
 
Play is a child’s fundamental right and a vehicle through which children learn and develop. In recent 
years, opportunities for play-based learning have diminished in Western Australia (WA) early childhood 
education (ECE) services. This is largely attributed to the introduction of more structured programs 
and formal lessons for children as young as two and three years in the belief that these will contribute 
to better learning outcomes. Amid contemporary political rhetoric that play-based learning is ‘leaving 
learning to chance’, early childhood advocacy organisations that include Early Childhood Australia 
WA, are calling for a State government-led play strategy to reinstate free flow playful learning as 
a cornerstone of early childhood education delivery and to mandate its provision in all WA ECE 
programmes. In this workshop the conditions necessary for children to partake in play-based learning 
to achieve optimum outcomes while attending early learning centres and the early years of school will 
be explored. Participants will reflect on the barriers and enablers to providing exemplary play-based 
learning experiences for young children. The presenters will discuss how a WA Play Strategy can 
optimise play-based learning for every child, no matter where they live and who they are. 
 

Sandra Hesterman, Early Childhood Australia 

Sandra is Director Early Childhood Education and 
senior lecturer in early literacy learning and early 
childhood learning environments at Murdoch University, Western Australia. As a member 
of Early Childhood Australia, Sandra is a strong advocate for the rights of young children 
and is presently campaigning for the development of a government-led WA Play Strategy 
to ensure children’s universal access to high quality play experiences to optimise their 
learning, development and well-being. 

Marcelle Saratsis, Early Childhood Australia 
 
Marcelle is a former lecturer with the School of Education, Early Childhood Program 
at Curtin University.  She has extensive practical experience in both kindergarten and 
early learning centre programs. Throughout her career, Marcelle has been a state 
representative on a number of Early Years Councils including: The Early Childhood 
Training Advisory Council of W.A., The Premiers Early Years Advisory Council, Children’s 
Week W.A. and is a past President of Early Childhood Australia, WA Branch. In 2018 & 
2019 Marcelle has held the position of Chair with the South Metropolitan TAFE Advisory 
Council. 
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Supporting children through a community trauma event: Theory, practice and 
resources for working with and supporting families and children. 

Australia is susceptible to natural disasters and traumatic events and while these can be frightening 
for the whole community, they can be particularly upsetting for children. Although children can be 
very resilient, traumatic events can impact on a child’s sense of safety and security in the immediate 
aftermath, days, or even weeks and months after the event. Research indicates those who work with 
families and children are in a unique position to provide essential support to children both before and 
after a traumatic event, and are key in identifying children who may experience ongoing psychosocial 
difficulties. Through experiential learning, you will gain an understanding of trauma reactions in 
children 0-12 years and how schools and early childhood facilities can assist in preparing and 
supporting these children. Discover the free online Community Trauma Toolkit and explore how these 
resources and activities can support the capacity of individuals, educators, learning environments and 
organisations to support children’s responses to traumatic events.

Claire Marsh, Emerging Minds 

Claire is a Child Mental Health Workforce Consultant for Emerging Minds’ 
National Workforce Centre for Child Mental Health. She has a background in 
public health, research, and workforce planning. Claire has worked on mental 
health and child protection research projects, as well as in research and data 
analysis on national health workforce initiatives. She has published health 
workforce research and managed healthcare quality improvement projects. Claire’s 
interests are in a population health approach to improving development and wellbeing 
outcomes for children. 
 
Margaret Nixon, Emerging Minds 

Margaret has over 20 years’ experience in education, research, teacher professional 
learning and project management in the field of children’s mental health and wellbeing 
and trauma. She has worked in various education settings in Australia and overseas and 
is currently a senior trauma specialist at ACATLGN.

 
Be You essentials 

Be You aims to grow a mentally healthy generation of Australians. The most effective 
approach to mental health prevention and promotion is one that involves the whole early 
learning service community – including leaders, educators, children, families and the wider 
local community. Discover key information related to a whole-learning-community approach 
to mental health and wellbeing, including how to register and begin your Be You journey. 
Participants will be introduced to Be You’s range of professional learning tools and resources, and 
support available for services wanting to have an impact on the mental health and wellbeing outcomes 
of a generation of children and young people. 

Early Childhood Australia’s Be You team is a highly qualified and 
experienced multidisciplinary team of professionals committed 
to promoting and supporting positive mental health and 
wellbeing in the early years. Together, with Be You partners, Beyond Blue and headspace, the ECA team 
support educators in implementing the Be You Professional Learning and continuous improvement 
processes across a diverse range of early learning services and schools. 

A memorable understanding 

Participate in a thought provoking, interactive ‘coded’ session gaining insight into the challenges 
children face as they develop proficiency in phonics, reading and writing, constructing long term 
memory and building the confidence to demonstrate transference of learning. Uncover strategies 
though a range of hands on activities, proven valuable in providing an empowering and engaging 
learning environment. Take away ready to use resources, games, strategies and more.
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We felt it

Experience the design process and learn to wet felt a unique, colourful water bottle cover. The water 
bottle will become a visual vehicle to discuss the neuroscience of learning, how and why learning 
opportunities can be lost in the flight, fight and zone out emotional response to trigger situations. 
Discuss strategies on how to turn this around. 

Quality STEM teaching and learning supports students to become confident and involved learners who 
are curious about their world. STEM fosters an integrated approach to teaching that uses real world 
contexts and authentic learning through inquiry, problem solving, critical analysis and creative thinking. 
Leave with a transferrable new skill and a practical understanding of how to bring neuroscience and 
education together to deepen understanding of how children learn best.

Judith Tupman 

Trained as an Early Childhood Education Teacher, Jude has taught in Zimbabwe, Malawi 
and Western Australia. Returning to teaching in 2009, after working as a DEO Curriculum 
Consultant in ECE and Aboriginal Language and Literacy, Jude recently attained her 
Masters in Education, with a final project focus on Neuroscience in Education. Creative 
thinking, innovation, critical evaluation and play are threaded throughout Jude’s teaching. 
Her 2017 international Wearable Arts Designer Award recognised her artistic ability. 

Growing Strong Brains®

Do you teach or work with Aboriginal children and families? Are you a parent or carer of Aboriginal 
children? Do you want to increase understanding in your service and community about the importance 
of healthy early childhood development to ensure Aboriginal children can reach their potential?  The 
Growing Strong Brains® toolkit is a prevention and early intervention tool to promote and support 
healthy brain development for the whole community. In this workshop you will be introduced to the 
resource, the training model and some of the activities that can be readily implemented in a wide 
variety of settings.

Jenny Allen, Ngala 

Jenny is a passionate advocate for children, young people and families. At Ngala we 
believe every child deserves the opportunity to be their best, and that parenting should 
be a joyful and rewarding experience. As a mother, grandmother and Director of Regional 
Services Jenny commits to this every day. Jenny began her journey working with children 
and young people in education and has worked across early childhood, secondary and 
tertiary sectors. She has worked in her current role, including in remote communities, for 
over 15 years. Jenny feels privileged to have worked alongside Aboriginal families and 
communities. Delivering and adapting the Growing Strong Brains® Toolkit has been a 
recent highlight of her work.

Jacquie Taylor, Ngala 

Jacquie is a Yamaji woman from the Wilinyu Tribe of the Southern Yamaji people. 
Her family ties to the Midwest region include Three Springs, Mingenew, Mullewa, 
Northampton and Geraldton. Jacquie is a long term staff member of Ngala Community 
Services working with Aboriginal children, young people and families in her role as 
Aboriginal Project Officer. She has worked with many Aboriginal people across the region, 
including remote Aboriginal communities. Her work has included delivering Early Brain 
Development workshops, Parents and Learning early literacy program and helping build 
cultural security and safety within Ngala.
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Songs, toys and body awareness! Creatively bringing it all together  
for early literacy.
A fun and interactive workshop suitable for parents, care providers, teachers and community 
organisations.  Explore how Mr Potato Head and a song apron can be used to captivate and engage 
children in hands on and interactive learning.  Gain confidence to include singing in your daily activities 
as an important part of early literacy development. Practical examples of age appropriate songs, 
stories, finger plays and moving to music.  Learning to feel the beat is vital to learning and singing helps 
us to hear and make the sounds of our native language.  It also assists with vocabulary development 
and long-term retention of information. 

 
Roslyn Twine 

Roslyn has been the Music Co-ordinator at Aranmore Catholic Primary School for the 
past 11 years. She is a qualified and experienced Gymbaroo instructor, has been a 
Family Day Care Educator and has 30 years’ experience as a music and dance teacher 
with children of all ages. As a Primary and Secondary music teacher, Dance teacher and 
Gymbaroo instructor, Roslyn has learnt about the importance of music in a child’s overall 
development.

Building literacy skills in young children

Discover how you can develop early literacy skills in children through engaging experiences. Be guided 
through book selection, two way learning experiences when sharing a text with a child and then finish 
with some rich ‘hands on’ activities. Explore the research that highlights the importance of reading to 
children and take home a package of activities to assist with the implementation of strategies. 

Sue Ashworth
 
Sue has been an educator for over 30 years and her experience has been in Early Childhood Education 
(ECE). IShe has been the ECE Network Leader for a number of years and is passionate about Early 
Childhood Education.

Ways dads play

Research shows that fathers who are engaged with their children have a significantly positive impact 
on children’s development and family well-being. We should not underestimate the vast importance 
of fathers and father figures in children’s lives. Yet we often overlook dads as we focus on mothers, 
particularly during pregnancy, birth and in the early years. Fathers who consistently parent well, over 
time, have children who perform better academically, socially, emotionally and enjoy better health 
and development. Through presentations and interactive activities we will discuss the critical first 
1,000 days of life and how fathers can help build their babies’ brains. We will talk about bonding and 
attachment; the impact of stress; how to guide children’s behaviour; the importance of play and the 
benefits of the different ways dad’s play with their children. We will share stories of co-parenting, 
fathering challenges and self-care. We will provide links to resources, specifically for Dads and 
information about local services and how they can help. Ngala believes that being a Dad should be a 
joyful and rewarding experience. If you are a father or a father figure we will empower you to help your 
children achieve their potential.

Christian Sayers, Ngala 

Christian Sayers and Jenny Allen are long term staff members of Ngala’s Community 
Services team working with children, young people and families in the Mid West and 
Gascoyne region. Christian, who has a Bachelor of Psychology Degree and Bachelor of 
Philosophy with Honours currently works as a Family Counsellor. He particularly enjoys 
working with individuals, teenagers and men to assist in improving personal skills and 
interpersonal relationships. 
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Jenny Allen, Ngala 

Jenny’s qualifications and experience are in management and education from early 
childhood, through all age groups to tertiary education. As a mother of three young men 
and grandmother to their children, she is passionate about ensuring the critical role of 
fathers, grandfathers and other males in children’s lived is understood and valued.

If a kangaroo and a cockatoo can, so can you! 

We have the evidence - children, families and communities benefit when agencies connect and work 
together to provide quality integrated, collaborative services responsive to the needs of local families. 
Explore how communities nationally and in Western Australia have introduced Paint the Town REaD 
(PTTR) to improve early literacy outcomes for children. PTTR works with the whole community 
to spread the message of the importance of Talking, Reading, Singing, Rhyming and Playing with 
children every day from birth. Discover how PTTR builds a place for everyone within the community 
through encouragement, support and knowledge. It is collective impact at its most pure. It strips 
away the complexity that can at times present barriers to progress and leaps to the heart of working 
in co-operation without hierarchy or obstacles. There are no doors to walk though for families and 
the serious and important messages are delivered in a way that is light-hearted enough to ensure 
everyone feels comfortable and able to contribute equally. It is courageous and innovative in a way that 
challenges and excites all involved. It’s big, bold and busy, loads of fun and best of all it works. 

Andrea Folkard, United Way 

Andrea has worked with children, families and communities for over 20 
years and is an experienced Early Childhood Teacher and Community 
Development Worker. Paint the Town REaD and early literacy messages are 
a passion for Andrea, which she willingly shares with others.

Self-regulation in early childhood

Self-regulation is an essential part of a child’s learning and development. Children’s responses 
to experiences and people form an important part of social development. The ability to respond 
appropriately also contributes to future academic progress. Building relationships with the children and 
their families can assist educators in planning appropriate experiences to guide development. Develop 
an understanding of the five major domains of self-regulation – what they are, what they look like in 
your environment and what educators can do to support children’s developing self-regulation abilities 
and guide best practice.

Hans Boehm, Child Australia 

Hans is a born and bred West Australian. After a successful corporate career, 
he joined the Early Childhood and Care sector where he pushed the bounds of 
pedagogical practice in a successful outdoor based program. Discovering a growing need 
for professional support following introduction of the NQS he joined Child Australia where 
he now oversees a team of highly qualified consultants in building professional support 
solutions.

Connecting & reflecting: belonging & partnership 

Research proves that families thrive when educators and families work together in partnership to 
support young children’s learning. We will unpack ways in which connecting and reflecting relate to 
our values, experiences and social interactions. We will carry out ‘A Values Clarification Exercise’ in 
table groups, discuss the current approaches centres are implementing to incorporate connecting and 
reflecting into daily practice. 
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Danielle Waterson, Goodstart Early Learning 

Danielle has been living in Western Australia and working for Goodstart 
Early Learning for 2 years as  Centre Director of the 99 place day care. 
Danielle has 19 years’ experience in the childcare industry, working within Private, 
Government and Not for Profit sectors. Children are central to all that she does.

What is FASD and how does it impact the early years, education  
and ongoing development

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) is characterised by severe neurodevelopmental impairment 
due to prenatal alcohol exposure. Impairments in executive function, memory, cognition, language and 
attention are common and can lead to problems with education, employment and engagement with 
the law.  We will look at what FASD is, how it is diagnosed and what difficulties you may see at home 
and in the classroom. We will focus on working together for the best outcomes for the child including 
strategies that can be implemented. While many young people living with FASD can live a productive 
supported life, what are the outcomes for those who have neurodevelopmental impairments and don’t 
receive support or services? We will discuss the processes and findings of the first FASD prevalence 
study to take place within an Australian juvenile detention centre; the translational outcomes of 
this research, including the development of training resources for the custodial workforce; and the 
relevance to all aspects of youth justice.

Heather Jones, Telethon Kids 

Heather has a background in education and program management. 
She has been working on alcohol and pregnancy & FASD projects at 
Telethon Kids Institute since 2010. Projects involve working with health 
professionals to raise awareness of FASD and how to diagnose, working 
with families and the development of the FASD Hub.

Hayley Passmore, Telethon Kids
 
Hayley has a background in criminology and psychology. Hayley joined the Telethon Kids 
Institute in 2015. She has worked on the Banksia Hill study of screening, diagnosis and 
workforce development to improve the management of youth with FASD within juvenile 
detention. She commenced her PhD in 2015 focusing on the workforce development for 
justice professionals. 
 
 

Loose parts play

Loose parts play supports invention, divergent thinking, problem-solving and offers a sense of wonder 
to children.  Discover the theories behind loose parts play, the outcomes, and benefits for children.
Take advantage of the opportunity for hands on exploration and conversations with other families and 
Educators on the implementation of loose parts in their home, classroom or environment. 
“The wider the range of possibilities we offer children, the more intense will be their motivations and the 
richer their experiences.”- Loris Malaguzzi
What are “Loose Parts”? They are materials that can be moved, carried, combined, redesigned, lined 
up, and taken apart and put back together in multiple ways. They are materials with no specific set of 
directions that can be used alone or combined with other materials.

Angie West, Kids Hub 

Angie is a Director of her own company, an outdoor play advocate and 
Nature Play leader. Her passions include a vision to see more children in 
the outdoors and experiencing healthy opportunities for risk taking. With over 20 years 
of experience in the Early Childhood sector, Angie is passionate and motivated to make a 
difference in how parents and educators create an environment where children can grow 
to be healthy, happy and resilient.
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Helping children manage big emotions

This workshop will draw on the research, information and activities presented in Tuning into Kids 
to understand children’s emotional development. We will discuss and practice strategies on how to 
manage emotional moments. 

Nicola Herriott-Tropiano, Ngala 

Nicola holds a Bachelor of Psychology and Graduate Diploma of Education. She has 
worked as a school psychologist, a HIPPY home tutor and currently provides support to 
families in her role as a Parenting Facilitator at Ngala.


